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and none of the relevant stute agencies
appear to be interested in settling this un-
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Faith Jolley, a spokesperson with the
wildlife resources division, said property
boundaries in the area, especially right be-
low the Deer Creck Reservoir, are “difficult
20 verify.”

She mentioned the lawsuit the division is
involved in over confirming a fishing ease
mertt in the Lower Provo Rives, but declined
lo comment farther on the ongoing Htiga-

‘"Pubhcm for fishing is important.
and we are doing our best to provide public
access for anglers via our anger easement.”
she spid.

But that strategy wouldn't open up the

huve been no filings in the case since IM
cember.

NO ONE'S HAPPY

Ault doesn't buy the stream coalition
argument. He said without r:-
two dams shove his portion of land — at
Deer Croek and Jordanelie reservoirs, com-
pleted in 1941 and 1993, respoctively — the
river wouldn't be high enoagh to float more
than a “rubber ducky.” let alone gnods for
ooTEmerce

Ault, brother-in-lsw o former Utuh Gow.
Gary Herbert, said he doesn't necessari-
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when he argued against a planned multi
use Provo River Parkway trail meant to run
from the mouth of Provo Canyon to Deer
Creek Reservoir, conmecting truil networks
in the Utah and Heber valleys.

From behind the wheel of an off-road ve-
hicle, Ault gestured to sn upen river bend,

Fighting the trail was
his first battle, he said.
Now, he's in sev-
eral — including the con-
troversy over public river
access.

property, and just about
every week, he said a se-
curity’ he hired finds
them trashed — pulled
from the ground, bent and
needing replacement. The
guard also routinely finds
assume, anglers.

“If you take [the stream
access coalition's view],
and apply this to any oth-
er private property own-
er. you wouldn't want peo-
ple in your backyard and
have a right to be there,”
Anlt said. “You would nev-
er allow someone to walk
through your yard to get
to a gate that goes to a
park, right? But that's a
wvery similar situation here.”

1t's a similar argument
to the one U.S. Appeals Judg: Gregory Orme
made in the Upper Provo case.

“1don’t think it world have occurred to
the pioneers to run someone out of their riv-
er bed that was their friend and neighbor.”
Orme asserted. “There weren't armies of
tourists coming in and making use of that "

Ault contended that some do pay him for
access, but then problems sometimes arise
between those who paid and those who

who want to fish some of the best waters
Utah has to offer.
And there's plenty of demand to fish the

Curvently. Edwards and other guide ser-
vices only take anglers o the river's mid-
dle section, between Jordanelle and Deer
Creek, and it's getting crowded. He wor-

building relationships with landowners in
exchange for access — with no guaramtee
that may not one day change
their mind.

Then there's the law enforcement issue:

oess agreement
anglers onto Ault's property, then runs into
someone clse on the water without permis-
sion to be there?

“Evervbody, again now, is mystified as to
what is o happen. and we ended
up in this limbo where no one wins” Bd-
wards said.

Ault. Edwards and Ley all pointed to
right — Celorado, Montana and Idsho, re-
spectively. They haped that Utsh would em-
ulate them.
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and just big big old trees” onve grew, provid-

But the sif remains in flux, and in
the meatime, it seems anghers will contin-
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